MAY 1711                 journal to Stella

but it shall go on Saturday, and this is Thursday night,
and it will be time enough for Wexford. Take my
method: I write here to Parvisol to lend Stella twenty
pound, and to take her note promissary to pay it in half a
year, &c. You shall see, and if you want more, let me
know afterwards; and be sure my money shall be always .
paid constantly too. Have you been good or ill house-
wives pray?
ii. Joe27 has written to me to get him a collector's
place, nothing less; he says all the world knows of my
great intimacy with Mr. Harley, and that the smallest
word to him will do. This is the constant cant of puppies
who are at a distance, and strangers to Courts and minis-
ters. My answer is this; which pray send; That I am
ready to serve Joe, as far as I can; that I have spoken to
the duke of Ormond about his money, as I writ to War-
burton;28 that for the particular he mentions, it is a work
of time, which I cannot think of at present. But if acci-
dents and opportunities should happen hereafter, I would
not be wanting; that I know best how far my credit goes;
that he is at distance, and cannot judge; that I would be
glad to do him good; and if Fortune throws an opportunity
in my way, I shall not be wanting. This is my answer;
which you may send or read to him. Pray contrive that
Parvisol may not run away with my two hundred pound,
but get Burton's29 note, and let the money be returned me
by bill. Don't laugh, for I will be suspicious. Teach
Parvisol to inclose, and direct the outside to Mr. Lewis.
I will answer your letter in my next, only what I take
notice of here excepted, I forgot to tell you, that at the
27  Joseph Beaumont (p. i n.).
28   No correspondence between Swift and Warburton has been preserved.
29   Benjamin Burton, a Dublin banker, and a brother-in-law of Swift's
friend Stratford, As subsequent references show, Swift had no love of him,
presumably on account of his Whig politics.  He served both as Lord
Mayor of Dublin and M.P. for the city. In 1713 he was compelled to face
a riotous election (Corresp. ii. 75, 101-2). He died in 1728. Sir J. T.
Gilbert's Hist, of Dublin, i. 17-18.
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